March 28, 1804

In the High Court of
Admiralty of England

Depositions of a Witness had and taken
at the House of George Hunt Notary Public
in the Borough of Plymouth in the
County of Devon this twenty sixth day
of January in the forty fourth year of the
reign of our sovereign Lord George the
third by the Grace of God of the united
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
King Defender of the faith And in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and four Before me Robert
I. Fuge # # # # Esquire one of the ----
Commissioners named and appointed in
and by a certain Commission to me and
others directed jointly and severally bearing
date the twenty sixth day of May last
issued out of and under the Great Seal
of His Majesty’s High Court of Admiralty
of England to the standing and
additional Interrogatories annexed to the 
said Commission Upon the Oath of the
Witness hereinafter named in the
presence of Mr. George Hunt Notary
Public one of the Actuaries substituted
therein…

Henry Sweetland aged ----  
eighteen years mate of a ship or Vessel
called the Dorsetshire of Dartmouth
Deposeth and saith as follows (that
is to say)

1--	To the first Interrogatory this Deponent saith that
he was born at Newfoundland in North America
where he hath resided until within ^the last five years
since which he has resided at Topsham in the
County of Devon and where he now lives when
at home, that he is a subject of His Britannick [sic]
Majesty but was never admitted a Burgher or 
Freeman



Freeman of any City or Town whatsoever nor is he
this Deponent married


2 -- 	To the Second Interrogatory this Deponent saith
that he was present at the time of the taking and
seizing the ship and her ladings concerning which
he is now Examined and also at the time of the 
recapture thereof And saith that the said ship had
not any Commission.


3 --	To the Third Interrogatory This Deponent saith that the
ship and Goods concerning which he is now
examined were taken and seized about one league
distant from the Harbour of Padstow in the County
of Cornwall on the seventh day of this Instant
January on account of the present War subsisting
between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland and the French Republic. That the said
ship and goods were not carried unto any port or place
after the Capture till she was retaken that the said
ship sailed under English Colours and had no other
colours on board And that there was not any
resistance made at the time the said ship and
Goods were taken And that the said ship was taken
by the French Privateer or Private Ship of War
called La Sorcière Commanded by Citizen Pierre
Dupont who had a Commission for War as he this
Deponent believes from the Minister of the Marine
of the French Republic That at the time of the
Capture the Master or Commander and all the 
Crew ( except this Deponent ) were taken out of the
said ship and carried on board the said French
Privateer And a French Prize master and about six
men from the said French privateer were put on
board the said ship with directions to carry her to
St. Maloes [sic] or the first port they could make in France
but in proceeding thither the said ship and goods
were retaken or recaptured from the French on
the twenty second day of this Instant January
by his Britannick [sic] Majesty’s ship of War the
Moucheron Commanded by James Hawes Esquire
and have since been brought into the Port of Plymouth
and that there were no other ships in sigh at
the time of the retaking

4 	To the fourth Interrogatory this Deponent Saith that 
Richard Morry was the Master or Commander of the


The ship or Vessel taken and retaken
whom this Deponent hath known for
about four years last past and was 
appointed to the Command of the ship
by Matthew Morry ^and Walter Prideaux of Dartmouth in
[bookmark: _GoBack]the County of Devon Merchants who there
delivered the possession of her to the said Master
That the said Master is an Englishman by Birth
and resides at Dartmouth aforesaid with his Wife
and Family and is a subject of His Britannick [sic]
Majesty.

5  8 		To the fifth Interrogatory this Deponent Saith that 
the said ship taken and retaken is of the tonnage
or burthen of about seventy tons that six was the 
number of the mariners on board her at the time
she was taken by the said French Privateer
including the said Master All Englishmen
and three came on board her at Dartmouth
aforesaid and three at Newfoundland aforesaid
where they were shipped and hired by the said
master at different times.

6		To the sixth Interrogatory this Deponent Saith
		that he had not nor had any of the Officers or
mariners any part share or Interest in the said
ship or her lading concerning which he is now
Examined that he belonged to her at the time
she was taken in the Capacity of Mate and hath
known her for about four years and first saw
her at Dartmouth aforesaid but cannot set forth
where she was built.

7. 		To the seventh Interrogatory this Deponent Saith
		that the name of the said Ship is the Dorsetshire
of Dartmouth and hath been so called ever since
he hath known her, that he believes she had the
usual and necessary papers on board, that the
said ship did not sail to any port or place
during the voyage before she was taken That her
last voyage began at Bristol and was to have
ended at Falmouth in Cornwall And that she
sailed from Bristol aforesaid and being the last clearing
port previous to the Capture on the Fourth day of
this Instant January And that she is a British
built vessel. That the said ship hath usually
been under the direction and management of
the said Matthew Morry with respect to her
employment in Trade as this Deponent believes
					but



but that he this Deponent hath not corresponded on her
concerns
8		To the eighth Interrogatory this Deponent Saith that
		the said ship carried at the time of her first setting
		sail from Bristol aforesaid a Cargo consisting of
		Bread, Pork, Oatmeal, peas, Cheese, Malt and Coals
		but the particular quantities thereof this Deponent
cannot set forth that the same lading and goods
were on board her at the time she was taken and
were put on board her in the month of December
last
9		To the ninth Interrogatory this Deponent Saith
		that Matthew Morry and Walter Prideaux of
Dartmouth aforesaid Merchants were the Owners of
the ship or Vessel concerning which he is now
Examined at the time she was seized that he knows
they were such Owners from their having appointed
the said master to the Command of her That the 
said Owners are Englishmen by Birth and reside
at Dartmouth aforesaid with their Wives and
Families and are Subjects of His Britannick [sic]
Majesty.
10		To the tenth Interrogatory this Deponent cannot
answer or depose.
11		To the eleventh Interrogatory this Deponent
Saith that all the said Lading was put on board
in one port. And at one time to with at Bristol
aforesaid in the month of December last.
12		To the twelfth Interrogatory this Deponent Saith that
he knows not further to depose than that the Said
Goods were to have been delivered at Falmouth
aforesaid on account of the English Government
as this Deponent hath been informed and verily
believes.
13		To the thirteenth Interrogatory this Deponent knows
		not to answer
14		To the fourteenth Interrogatory this Deponent knows [not]
to answer
15		To the fifteenth Interrogatory this Deponent cannot
		answer or depose
16		To the sixteenth Interrogatory this Deponent knowns
		not to answer
17		To the seventeenth Interrogatory this Deponent
		knows not to answer
18		To the eighteenth Interrogatory this Deponent
		answers negatively


19		To the nineteenth Interrogatory this Deponent
		knowns not to answer
20		To the twentieth Interrogatory this Deponent
cannot further answer or depose than that he
verily believes in case the said ship had arrive at
her destined Port the cargo would on being unladen
have become the property of the English Government
21		To the twenty first Interrogatory this Deponent Saith
		that the Lading of the said ship is of the Growth
produce and manufacture of England
22		To the twenty second Interrogatory this Deponent’
		Saith that all the said Cargo was taken on board
		from alongside the quay at Bristol aforesaid in
the month of December last
23		To the twenty third Interrogatory this Deponent
		cannot answer or depose
24[footnoteRef:1]		To the twenty fourth Interrogatory this Deponent [1:  There are three sets of initials in the left column opposite this Interrogatory for reasons that are not clear. They belong to Henry Sweetland, the Deponent, Thomas Fuge, the Commissioner, and  George Hunt, the Notary Public. These initials do not appear on the other pages of the deposition so they seem to have been placed in this location for some reason associated with this particular Interrogatory.] 

		cannot answer or depose other than that he believes the Papers
belonging to the said ship were taken out of her and carried on board the
said French Privateer
25		To the twenty fifth Interrogatory this Deponent
		Saith only that since the Capture of the said ship
		part of the Crew of the said French Privateer
		have consumed part of the Cargo
26		To the twenty sixth Interrogatory this Deponent
		answers negatively
27		To the twenty seventh Interrogatory this Deponent
		saith that he knows not further to depose than
that he verily believes all the papers which were
found on board the said ship were true and fair
28		To the twenty eight Interrogatory this Deponent
Saith that he hath not written or signed any
Letters or papers concerning the said ship or her
Cargo
29		To the twenty ninth Interrogatory this Deponent
		Saith that the said Ship was steering her course
		towards Falmouth aforesaid at the time her being
first pursued and taken And that her course
was not altered upon Appearance of the
said French Privateer by which she was taken
but that her course was altered by the said French
Prize master upon the appearance of the said
ship by which she was retaken in order to escape
but without Effect
30		To the thirtieth Interrogatory this Deponent
							Saith


		Saith that he knows not further to answer than
		that if the said Ship shall be restored she will
belong to the persons now affected [?] to be the
	Owners and to none others
31		To the thirty first Interrogatory this Deponent
Saith that there were not any Guns mounted
on board the said ship or any other Arms
on Ammunition whatsoever on board of or
belonging to her
32		To the thirty second Interrogatory this Deponent
Saith that he hath already set forth the whole
which he knows or believes according to the
best of his knowledge and belief regarding
the real and true property and Destination of
the said ship and her cargo concerning which
he is now Examined at the several times of the
Capture and recapture thereof
Additional Interrogatories

1		To the first additional Interrogatory this Deponent
Saith that during the voyage in which the said
ship was captured she did not sail under the
convoy of any ship or ships of war or other
armed vessel or vessels
2		To the second additional Interrogatory this
		Deponent Saith that since he hath belonged to
the said ship she hath not sailed to or attempted 
to enter any Port under Blockade by the Arms
or Forces of any of the Belligerent Powers

Sworn before me 					Hy. Sweetland [his signature]

Robt. I Fuge Commissioner [his signature]

In the presence of me

		Geo. Hunt Notary Public [his signature]

January 26, 1804

Deposition of Witness – Henry Sweetland

Devon to Wit

Borough of 	}	Be it known to all men to whom 
Plymouth		}	these presents shall Come That Henry
		Sweetland the Deponent named in  the annexed
Deposition was by Virtue of a Certain Commission therein
first mentioned and issued out of the High Court of
Admiralty of England in my presence produced and
brought before and Secretly Sworn Examined and Interrogated
by me Robert Fuge # # # # # # # # Esquire one of the….
Commissioners in the said Commission named upon the
Standing and Additional Interrogatories annexed to the said
Commission And all the Sayings and Depositions of the said
Deponent were faithfully reduced into Writing by me
George Hunt Notary Public one of the Actuary’s substituted
and Appointed for that purpose by the Deputy Registrars
of the said High Court of Admiralty of England And such
the Sayings and Depositions of the said Deponent so reduced
into Writing as aforesaid are to these presents annexed
in order to be transmitted to the Judge of the said High
Court of Admiralty of England or his Surrogate as the said
Commission requires All Which I do hereby Certify
under my hand and Notarial Seal at Plymouth aforesaid
this twenty sixth day of January in the Year of our Lord
One Thousand Eight Hundred and Four. ~~


						Geo. Hunt [his signature]	LS [his seal]

						Notary Public


January 26, 1804

Notice of Deposition of Witness – Henry Sweetland
1 Prepy. Examon brot 

in by Heseltine

3rd Febry. 1804


√ Coms [?]
√ Dr
√ Do. Haden
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Cover of Deposition of Witness – Henry Sweetland

In the High Court of Admiralty
of England  

				Thomas Wilkie Masters Mate on
board of and belonging to His Britannic Majesty’s
Ship of War the Moucheron Commanded by James
Hawes Esquire Maketh Oath and saith that the paper or
Writing hereunto annexed and marked No. 1 is the only
paper Document or Writing which was delivered up
or otherwise found on board the Ship or Vessel Called the
Dorsetshire of Dartmouth whereof Richard Morry was
Master or Commander and lately taken by a French
Privateer or private Ship of War called La Sorcière
Commanded by Citizen Pierre Dupont and since retaken
by His Majesty’s said Ship the Moucheron at which
recapture this Deponent was present. And Further
Maketh Oath that the said paper Writing hereunto annexed
is brought and delivered in as it was received and
taken without any Fraud Addition Subduction or
Embezzlement Saving the numbering thereof

Sworn at Plymouth in the			}
County of Devon this twenty Sixth	}
day of January in the Year of our		}  Thomas Wilkie [his signature]
Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred	}
and Four before me --------			}


Robert Fuge a Commissioner [his signature]

In the presence of me
January 26, 1804
				Geo. Hunt Notary Public [his signature]
Deposition of Witness – Thomas Wilkie
République Française

COMMISSION POUR LES CONDUCTEURS DE PRISES

Le Gouvernement de la République autorise par ces présentes le C en Jacques Jash De Renaux Capitaine
du Corsaire nommé la Sorcière du port de                      tonneaux ou environ, armé et équipé 
en guerre au Port de S. Malo par les Cen. Lettiere [?] Gauthier suivant la Lettre de Marque expédiée sous le No. 146 dûment enregistrée au Bureau de l Inscription maritime de S. Malo à amener ou à envoyer dans un des Ports
de France ou des colonies, tous les Bâtiments des Ennemis de la République, des Pirates, Forbans, gens sans 
aveu; qu’il aura pu prendre et faire prisonniers, à moins que ledit Capitaine du Corsaire ou celui qu’il 
aura chargé de ladite prise, n’ait été forcé par la tempête ou par les Ennemis de relâcher en quelque Port neuter;
auquel cas il sera tenu de justifier des motifs de la relâche et d’en donner incessamment avis aux intéressés à
l’armem, à la charge au Cn Renaux ou par son Capitaine de prises, de faire, par devant l’Officier d’administration
chargé de l’Inscription maritime, au lieu du retour ou de la relâche, le rapport ordonné par les Lois, et de se conformer
à celles relatives aux Prises maritimes.
     Le Gouvernement de la République invite toutes les Puissances amies et alliées de la République Française,  et leurs Agents,  à donner au Cn Renaux ou à son Capitaine de prises, toute assistance, passage et retraite en leurs
Ports, avec ladite prise, offrant d’en user de même en pareille circonstance. Mande et ordonne aux Commandants des Bâtiments de l’Etar de le laisser librement passer, et de lui donner secours et assistance.
    Ledit Capitaine Renaux sera tenu d’inscrire ci-dessous le nom et la pavillon du Bâtiment pris, le jour et
l’heure où il l’aura été, en quel lieu et à quelle hauteur.
    En foi de quoi, le Gouvernement de la République a fait signer les présentes par le Ministre de la 
Marine et des Colonies 
    A Paris le 22 Prairial [10 juin] ---- l’an onze [1803] de la République Française.

Le 23 Fructidor [9 sept.] an onze [1803] jái remis au
C en Jacques Jash Le Renaux Capitaine du Corsaire 
La Sorcière ci-dessus désigné Six Commission
de Conducteurs de prises, et celui-ci en fait partie.			Par le Ministre de la Marine et des Colonies,
  A S. Malo le 23 Fructidor [9 sept.] an onze [1803]			Le Chef de la 2e Division,
		Le S. Commissionaire de Marine[footnoteRef:2]			Cher M. Turien [?] [son signature]		 [2:  In the space beneath this there is a handwritten paragraph difficult to read: it is something like: “ ??? de la Marin à S. Malo le 12 Nivôse [03 jan.] an 12 [1804] la present ??? server autant ??? Pierre Dupont Capitaine de la Corsaire au lieu & place du Capt. Renaux. [Signature]”. This seems to imply that Dupont was taking over from Renaux, the original holder of the Lettre de Marque.] 


Formule don’t le Capitaine remplira les blancs et qu’il signera
Le soussigné, Capitaine  du Corsaire nommé la Sorcière 
ai délivré la présente Commission à Jean Gauthier second lieutenant 
Conducteur de la prise nommée Dorchester dont était maître Richard Morry du Port et havre ---------------------------
d______________ en______________ ladite prise faite par moi soussigné Capitaine dudit Corsaire,  à la 
hauteur de le due de Terre
Fait en Mer le  Dix-Sept Nivôse [8 jan.] l’an Douze [1804] de la République Française.

2eme  Lieutenant J. Gauthier						Dupont Capt.
Pré Comme???? Capn. 
Enterique Pré Philibert
Gabriel / Poulahouse [?]
Pré Sauvage
Pré Auberge [?}
January 26, 1804

Lettre de Marque – La Sorcière


Dorsetshire—
Richard Morry Mr


Attestation and Ship Paper
brought in by Heseltine
3rd Febry 1804






January 26, 1804
Copd.  Tibbs
Cover – Attestation and Ship Paper

George the Third by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland Kind Defender of the Faith To Edmond Lockyer of Plymouth Esquire and
						Greeting Whereas the Worshipful Christopher
Robinson Doctor of Laws Surrogate of our beloved the Right Honorable Sir William Scott
Knight Doctor of Laws our Lieutenant of the High Court of our Admiralty of England and
in the same Court Official Principal and Commissary General and Special and President and
Judge thereof and also to hear and determine all and all manner of Causes and complaints as to Ships
and Goods Seized and taken as Prize Specially constituted and appointed in a certain business moved
and prosecuted before him in our said Court on our behalf against the Ship called the Dorsetshire
(whereof Richard Morry was Master) her Tackle Apparel and Furniture and the Goods Wares and
Merchandizes laden therein taken by our Ship of War Moucheron James Hawes Esquire Commander
and brought to Plymouth rightly and duly proceeding at the Petition of the Proctor of John
Teed of Plymouth hath Decreed a Commission to issue to you for the taking the Claim of the 
said John Teed upon the said Ship Dorsetshire and Cargo together with his Attestation to be
thereto annexed and also for taking Bail for the said Claimant (Justice so requiring). We do
therefore by these presents give power and authority unto you jointly and severally and strictly
charge and command you that you do in the presence of some Public Notary to be chosen by you
take the Claim of the said John Teed together with the Attestation of the said John Teed to be
thereto annexed and that you administer an Oath upon the Holy Evangelists in due form of Law
unto the said John Teed as to the truth of such Attestation and further that you do in the
presence of such Public Notary to take Security fir the aforesaid John Teed from one
sufficient Surety in the Sum and to the effect mentioned in the Schedule hereunto annexed
that you insert in the same the Christian and Surname of the said Surety the place of his abode and his
Occupation and the Claim Attestation and Caution being so as aforesaid taken in the presence of such
Public Notary and the Claim being Subscribed with the hand of the said John Teed and the caution
being subscribed with the Hand of the Surety you do immediately transmit the same to Us or our
said Judge or his Surrogate in the aforesaid Court duly attested by you and the said Public Notary
together with these presents and hereof fail not Given at London in our aforesaid Court under
the Great Seal thereof the third day of February in the Year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and four and of our Reign the forty fourth year.

								Arden	Registrar
Commn to take Claim & Bail ________ Tebbs
February 3, 1804

Commission to John Lockyer to take Claim and Bail – John Teed
George the Third by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King
Defender of the Faith To John Crickitt Gentleman Marshall of the High Court of our Admiralty of England and to his Deputy
whomsoever Greeting Whereas the Worshipful Christopher Robinson Doctor of Laws Surrogate of our beloved The
Right Honorable Sir William Scott Knight Doctor of Laws Lieutenant of our said Court And in the same Court 
Official Principal  and Commissary General and Special and President and Judge thereof And also to hear and determine
all and all manner of Causes and Complaints as to Ships and Goods Seized and taken as prize especially constituted and
Appointed rightly and duly proceeding at the petition of our Procurator General ________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ Hath decreed all persons in general who have or pretend to have
any Right Title or Interest in the Ship called Dorsetshire _____________________________________________________
(whereof Richard Morry ____________________________ was Master her Tackle Apparel and Furniture and the Goods
Wares and Merchandizes laden therein taken by our Ship of War Moucheron James Hawes Esquire
Commander and brought to Plymouth ___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________ and brought ________________________________________________
 to be monished[footnoteRef:3] Cited and called to Judgement at the time and place her under written and to the effect hereafter expressed [3:  Archaic version of “admonished”.] 

(Justice so requiring) We therefore Charge and Command you jointly and severally that you Omit not but by affixing
these presents upon One of the pillars of the Royal Exchange of our City of London at the usual time of the public resort of
Merchants thither and by leaving thereon affixed a true Copy hereof you do monish and Cite or cause to be monished and
Cited peremptorily all persons in general who have a or pretend to have any Right Title or Interest in the said Ship her Tackle
Apparel and Furniture and the Goods Wares and Merchandizes laden therein that they appear before said Judge or his
Surrogate in the Common Hall of Doctor Commons situate in the Parish of Saint Benedict near Paul’s Wharf London the
twentieth day after Service of these presents if it to be a Court day or else on the Court day next following at the usual time for
hearing of Causes then and there to show and alledge in due form of Law a reasonable and lawful Cause if they have any
Why the said Ship her Tackle Apparel and Furniture and the Goods Wares and Merchandizes as laden therein should
not be pronounced to belong at the time of the Capture and Seizure of the same to our Enemies And as such or otherwise
liable and subject to Confiscation and to be adjudged and Condemned as good and lawful Prize _____________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
And further to do and receive in this behalf as unto Law and Justice shall appertain And that you duly intimate or
cause to be intimated peremptorily to all persons in general to whom by the general tenor of these present We do also intimate
that if they shall not appear at the time and place above mentioned or appearing shall not shew a reasonable and lawful
Cause to the contrary Our said Judge or his Surrogate doth intend and will proceed to adjudication on the said Capture
and pronounce the said Ship her Tackle Apparel and Furniture and the Goods Wares and Merchandizes laden therein
to have belonged at the time of the Capture and Seizure of the same to our Enemies And as such or otherwise liable and subject
to Condemnation And to be adjudged and Condemned as good and lawful Prize ____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
The absence or rather Contumacy of the parties so Cited and Intimated as aforesaid in any wise notwithstanding And
that you duly Certify our said Judge or his Surrogate what you shall do in the premises Given at London in our aforesaid
Court under the Seal of the same for Causes the Third day of February in the year of our Lord one
thousand Eight hundred and four And of our Reign the forty fourth.

F 											Arden
	Monition	Heseltine							Registrar
February 3, 1804

Monition to John Crickitt


Admiralty Prize Court

The Dorsetshire Richard Morry Master

Appeared Personally John Teed of 
Plymouth in the County of Devon Merchant and
made Oath that as Agent for the Owners of the
said Ship he is duly authorized to make the claim
hereto annexed and that he doth believe that
Messrs. Matthew Morry and Walter Prideaux of 
Dartmouth in the County of Devon Merchants
Subjects of our Sovereign Lord the King now
are and were at the times of the Capture and
Recapture hereinafter mentioned the true, lawful
and Sole Owners and Proprietors of the said Ship
Dorsetshire her Tackle, Apparel and Furniture,
and he saith that the said Ship being in the
Prosecution of her Voyage from Bristol to
Falmouth was seized and taken as Prize by the
French and retaken by His Majesty’s Ship of
War Moucheron James Hawes Esquire
Commander and brought to Plymouth. And he
further saith he verily believes that no Person
or Persons being a Subject or Subjects of the
French, Batavian. Ligurian or Roman Republics
or inhabiting within the Territories of the
French, Batavian, Ligurian or Roman
Republics or either of them their Factors or
Agents nor any others Enemies of the Crown
of


of Great Britain had at the Times of the said
Capture and Recapture or now have directly
or indirectly any Right, Title or Interest in or
to the said Ship or any part thereof and he
saith that the Claim hereto annexed is a
true and just Claim, and that he shall be
able to make due Proof and Specification
thereof as he verily believes.
On the Tenth day of March	}
On Thousand, Eight Hundred	}		John Teed [his signature]
and four the said John Teed	}
was duly Sworn to the Truth	}
of this Affidavit by Virtue		}
of the Commission hereto	}
annexed . . . . . . . . .before me	}

	John Lockyer Commissioner [his signature] 

In the presence of

John Lampen Louis ____ Notary Publick [his signature]

	Passon [?] [signature of Clerk]
March 10, 1804

Claim with Affidavit of John Teed, Agent for Matthew Morry and Walter Prideaux - Vessel
Admiralty Prize Court
The Dorsetshire
				Richard Morry Master
					10th March 1804.
The Claim of John Teed of Plymouth in the
County of Devon Agent on behalf of Messrs.
Matthew Morry and Walter Prideaux of
Dartmouth un the same County Merchants and
Subjects of our Sovereign Lord the King, the
true, - - - lawful and sole Owners and Proprietors
of the said Ship Dorsetshire whereof the said
Richard Morry was Master, her Tackle,
Apparel and Furniture at the time she
was seized and taken as Prize by the French
and retaken by His Majesty’s Ship of War
Moucheron James Hawes Esquire Commander
and brought to Plymouth, for the said Ship
her Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, and for
all such Freight, Costs, Charges, Damage,
Demurrage and Expences as have arisen or
shall or may arise by reason of the Detention
thereof.

P [initial of Clerk]				John Teed [his signature]
March 10, 1804

Claim of John Teed, Agent for Matthew Morry and Walter Prideaux – Vessel & Freight

On Saturday the tenth ---- day of March
1804 before Edmund Lockyer ------------------------- one of
the Commissioner named in the Commission
hereto annexed Extracted from the Registry
of His Majesty’s High Court of Admiralty of
England at Plymouth in the County of Devon
in the presence of John Lampen Lewis
Notary Public the Actuary Assigned in this
behalf.
Dorsetshire					} Appeared
		Richard Morry Masr.		} Personally
Our Sovereign Lord the King against		} John Teed
the said Ship and Goods retaken		} of Plymouth
by His Majesty’s Ship of War,			} and gave a
Moucheron James Hawes Esqr. 			} Claim for the
Commander and brought to 			} said Ship
Plymouth and against all persons		} # # # # # 
in general, and also against John		} with an
Teed Claimant of the said Ship			} Attestation of
# # # # - intervening ---------			} the said
Heseltine		Tebbs
				John Teed thereto annexed
And produced for a Surety George
Hepburn of Plymouth in the County of Devon Ship Master who Submitting himself to the Jurisdiction
of His Majesty’s High Court of Admiralty
of England bound himself his Heirs
Executors and Administrators for the said
John Teed in the Sum of Sixty Pounds of
lawful Money of Great Britain Unto
James Hawes Esquire the recaptor to pay
such Expences as shall be adjudged by
this Court of Appeals for Prizes. And
Unless he shall so do he doth hereby
					consent



consent that Execution shall issue
forth against him his Heirs Executors
and Administrators for the Goods and
Chattels wheresoever the same shall be
found to the Value of the Sum
aforementioned.
Same day				} Geo. Hepburn [his signature]
Taken and acknowledged	}
Before me				}

Edmd.  Lockyer Commissioner [his signature]

		In the presence of
John Lampen Louis, Notary Public [his signature]


# # # # 

And I the said Edmond Lockyer
the Commissioner aforesaid do Certify
the said Surety to be sufficient –
Security for the Sum in which he
is bound.
			Edmd. Lockyer [his signature]
March 10, 1804

Claim with Attestation of John Teed, Agent for Matthew Morry and Walter Prideaux

Dorsetshire

R. Morry Mr.


Commission to take Claim
retd  by Tebbs
15th March 1804
March 15, 1804

Return of Commission by John Lockyer


Dorsetshire	R. Morry


Monition returned
by Heseltine
16 March 1804
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This monition was duly executed on Friday the 10th day	}
of February 1804 by affixing the same for some time on	}
One of the Pillars of the Royal Exchange in London	}
leaving affixed thereon Copy hereof _____________	}
			J. Crickitt [his signature]

March 16, 1804

Return of Monition by John Crickitt

George the Third by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King Defender of the Faith. To John Hawker of Plymouth Esquire Greeting Whereas
the Worshipful Christopher Robinson[footnoteRef:4] Doctor of Laws Surrogate of our beloved the right Honourable [4:  Later Knighted, Sir Christopher Robinson, in 1805, the year after this Cause was finalised.] 

Sir William Scott Knight Doctor of Laws our Lieutenant of the High Court of our Admiralty of
England and in the same Court Official Principal and Commissary General and Special and
President and Judge thereof and also to hear and determine all and all manner of Causes
and Complaints as to Ships and Goods Seized and taken as Prize Specially Constituted and
appointed in a certain business moved and prosecuted before him in our said Court on our
behalf against the Ship called the Dorsetshire whereof Richard Morry was Master her
Tackle Apparel and Furniture and the Goods Wares and Merchandizes laden therein taken
by our Ship of War Moucheron James Hawes Esquire Commander and brought to Plymouth
rightly and duly proceeding at the Petition of the Proctor of Edward Lyne of Plymouth
Esquire hath Decreed a Commission to issue for taking the Claims of the said Edward Lyne
for the Cargo of the said Ship Dorsetshire together with his Attestation to be thereto
annexed and also for taking Bail for the said Claimant (Justice requiring). We therefore
by these presents give power and Authority unto you and Strictly Charge and Command
you that you do in the Presence of some Public Notary to be chosen by you take the Claim
of the said Edward Lyne together with his Attestation to be thereto annexed and that you
Administer an Oath upon the Holy Evangelist in due form of Law unto the said Edward
Lyne as to the truth of such Attestation and further that you do in the presence of some
Public Notary take Security for the aforesaid Edward Lyne from One Sufficient Surety in
the Sum and to the Effect mentioned in the Schedule hereunto annexed and that you
insert the Christian and Surname of the said Surety the Place of his abode and his Occupation
and the Claim Attestation and caution being as aforesaid taken in the presence of such
Public Notary and the Claim being subscribed with the Hand of the said Edward Lyne
and the caution being subscribed with the hand of the Surety you do immediately transmit
the same to Us or our said Judge or his Surrogate in the aforesaid Court duly Attested
by you and the said Public Notary together with these presents and hereof fail not
Given at London in our aforesaid Court under the Great Seal thereof the Twentieth day
of March in the Year of our Lord One thousand Eight hundred and four And of our Reign
the Forty fourth.

Common[footnoteRef:5] to take	}				Arden [5:  Short form for “Commission”] 

Claim & Bail		} Haden [footnoteRef:6]			Registrar [6:  The name Haden (spelling?) associated with these documents appears to be a solicitor operating in and on behalf of the Admiralty Court. Another name which appears on the documents is Heseltine, This is James Heseltine, Esq., the King’s Proctor.] 

March 20, 1804
[Illegible initials – SH[footnoteRef:7]?] [7:  Possibly Haden’s initials] 

Commission to John Hawker to take Claims and Bail – Edward Lyne

The Dorsetshire
Rich. Morry Mar.

Claim of Edwrd. Lyne
Esq. for the Cargo

Brot[footnoteRef:8]. in by Haden [8:  Presumably short for “Brought”] 

20th March 1804

March 20, 1804

Return of Claim Cover – Edward Lyne

On Monday the twenty sixth of March
1804 before John Hawker Esquire[footnoteRef:9] [9:  John Hawker was an Agent in Plymouth dealing with Prizes taken by naval and private ships of war] 

the Commissioner named in the Commission
hereto annexed Extracted from the
registry of His Majesty’s High Court
of Admiralty of England at Plymouth
in the County of Devon in the
presence of Peter Tonkin of Plymouth[footnoteRef:10] [10:  In addition to being a Notary Public, Peter Tonkin served a number of terms as Mayor of Plymouth] 

Notary Public, the Actuary Assigned.
Dorsetshire		} Appeared
Richard Morry Master[footnoteRef:11]		} Personally [11:  The spelling of the surname is very clear and seems to indicate that this Richard Morry was a member of the Dartmouth Morry clan because they more consistently used this spelling versus Morey or other common spellings of the name. There are two Richard Morreys but no Richard Morrys in our family tree who were alive at the time of this case and could qualify as this person. But the most likely candidate would have been Richard Morrey married to Mary Downing, who was a first cousin of Matthew Morry. We had already known he was a mariner.] 

Our Sovereign Lord the King	} Edward
against the said Ship and	} Lyne Esq.
Goods taken by His Majesty’s	} and gave
Ship Moucheron James		} a claim for
Hawes Esq. Commander[footnoteRef:12] and	} the Cargo [12:  Commander James Hawes received his first commission as the Captain of the captured French Privateer, Moucheron, in June 1803. She was lost with all hands in the Mediterranean in 1807.] 

brought to Plymouth and	} of the said
against all Persons in general	} Ship, With
and also against Edward	} an Attestation
Lyne[footnoteRef:13] Claimant of the Cargo	} of the ship [13:  Possibly Edward Lyne of Saltford, Somersetshire; appointed Sheriff there in 1795.] 

of the above Ship intervening	} Edward
Heseltine	Haden		} Lyne
		thereto annexed and
Produced for a Surety William
Lyne of Plymouth aforesaid Gentleman
who Submitting themselves himself
to the Jurisdiction of His Majesty’s
High Court of Admiralty of England
bound himself his Heirs Executors
and Administrators for the said
March 26, 1804
Edward Lyne in the Sum of Sixty
Claim with Attestation by Edward Lyne - Cargo
Admiralty

March 1804

The Dorchester Richard Morry Master
The Claim of Edward Lyne of Plymouth in
the County of Devon Esquire on behalf of Messrs.
Turner and Jacques of the City of Bristol Merchants
respectively British Subjects the true and lawful
and sole Owners and Proprietors of all and
sig singular the Goods Wares and Merchandize
composing the Cargo of the said Ship at the
time retaken by His Majesty’s Ship of War
Moucheron James Hawes Esqr. Commander
and brought to Plymouth For the said Cargo
the property of the aforesaid Persons Blit
British Subjects and for all such Costs Losses
Charges Damages & Expences as have arisen
or shall or may arise by reason of the Capture
and Recapture aforesaid-----
S. B. B.---				Edrd. Lyne [his signature]
for
March 26, 1804
Dr. Lawrence
Claim for Costs by Edward Lyne - Cargo
Admiralty Prize Court

26th March 1804

The Dorchester – Richard Morry Master

Appeared Personally Edward Lyne of Plymouth
in the County of Devon Esquire and made Oath that
he is duly authorized to make the Claim hereunto
annexed on behalf of Messrs. Turner and
Jacques of the City of Bristol Merchants
respectively British Subjects whom he verily
believes to be the lawful and sole Owners and
Proprietors of all and singular the Goods Wares and
Merchandizes composing the Cargo of the said Ship
at the time she was taken and seized by the French
and retaken by His Majesty’s Ship of War Moucheron
James Hawes Esqr. Commander and brought to Plymouth
And he further made Oath that he verily believes
that neither the French, Batavian, Italian or Ligurian
Republics nor any person or persons being a Subject
or Subjects of the French, Batavian, Italian
or Ligurian Republics or inhabiting within any of
the Territories of the said Republics nor their factors or
agents nor any others Enemies of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland had at the time of
the Capture of the Cargo of the said Ship or now
have either directly or indirectly any right title or
interest therein or in any part thereof and he
lastly saith that he verily believes the Claim
hereunto annexed to be a just and true Claim


and that he shall be able to make due proof
and specifications thereof ---

Same day the said Edward 	}			Edwrd. Lyne [his signature]
Lyne was duly sworn to the	}
truth of this Affidavit -----	}
	Before me	John Hawker [his signature]

		In the presence of
			Peter Tonkin % Notary Public [his signature]



Sixty Pounds of lawful Money of
Great Britain unto James Hawes
Esquire the Captor, to pay such Expences
as shall be adjudged by this Court or
by His Majesty’s High Court of
Appeals for Prizes – And Unless
he shall so do he doth hereby Consent
that Execution shall issue forth
against him his Heirs Executors
and Administrators Goods and Chattels
wheresoever the same shall be
found to the Value of the Sum
aforementioned.
Same Day			}
Taken and acknowledged	} Wm. Lyne [his signature]
Before me			}

John Hawker [his signature] Commissioner
			In the Presence of
			Peter Tonkin [his signature] % Notary Publick
And I the aforesaid John Hawker
the Commissioner aforesaid Do hereby
Certify the said William Lyne
the Surety  to be sufficient Security
for the Sum in which he is bound.
March 26, 1804
	John Hawker [his signature]
Claim with Affidavit by Edward Lyne - Cargo

Dorsetshire
Richd. Morry Mr[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Short for Master, not Mister] 


Common[footnoteRef:15] with Claim [15:  Short for Commission] 

annexed returned by

Haden

28th March 1804







The execution of this Commission
appears in the Schedule Hereunto
Annexed

In presence of  John Hawker [his signature]
Peter Tonkin [his signature] % Notary Public


Return of Commission by John Hawker
