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& native of 3t Brendan’s tums 103,
Lin Crosbie-Morshall
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life is discovery

Stofl Ahout...Fire = 62

YWhy is That? = 64
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The Laheador duck is drawing new admirers.

Nowie Whalen-Miller
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Pleet veteran sheep Gumner,
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Somewhere, hidden deep in the wilder-
ness of our fair province, is a special
peocache woe're iInviling you to seek ont,
¥isitour wehgite to find the coordinates.

dawnhomealite.com/foodandlaisura

W intriduce you to 5
furmer Hosvard Mg
Kilbride it At Hom& o the
Farm™ (page 70, Hear in
interesting ¢lip from our
interview with him anline.



In the kitchen o

an old tarmhouse, sitting dcross the
tuble with his back o the sunshine
thal laboured through the dingy win-
dowpane is a burly man. His stature is
imposing and rugged, un-Irish in spite
of his Southern Shore rools,

AL T Howvard Morre's henmng ian’n sehit ic used to
he aod his wvoize elicits an almost PCCMANGAL SLEIn
[rom having o constantly raise it in convesaton. Bue
iz doesn 't mask the singshtoraad wnd fricndly wiy
fe Lilks.

1wz seven years old when I gor iy (est shee), fop
pssing Grads 1 sups Mo, “idy father Eave b oo
me. They seps worth alwur fve doliars eigch then”

Chris Hodder visits with veteran sheep
farmer, Howard Morry of Kilbride,

Flams by Chng Heodinr
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Azide from four wvears in the "5ls
when be gved 1o Torano o worck,
and the owo vears he stlended agacul
tuial eollege in MNova Seotia, Howanl
huz been Gormang sbeepe e e ety
part of TO e,

Adter oolbege nned ol Bis moifie
it b R i e Bl Ly
(g 0s o teehalogist o the ante-
apfilanpy il oF e presiseial
PR pesstrely atation, Dnecing,

55 that Howard has guardh

ciuipment, o plun pickup oeck, all
ilentilied by o simple wsdside sigo:
Wloer's Bheep Faon,

Henwenrd grewy up in Fonyland. His o

Tither wis a Dsbermesn aod subsisience
L whice raizcd animals for food.
UMy prandfather was a Gwner, oo,

Fle was an oo kind of 5 biz way
thizn,” =i Howard., "He had all kinds

nf hovse-<deawn omnchinery wnd he
vl Loouse the island in Forrland o

2 his sheep,

(Right} Grueen, 2 Maremma sheepdog, also works on the farm.

thut timie, his sheep fanming was a
hably  a very wselul oae.

*L uzed this (xheop fanming th edo-
cate. my kids) buy cacs for them,”
Iward expluins. “They all came nut
of univcraity and drade schioe] aod
neilber cne cwed o nickel. Sa chey
rthe sheep) have boen a gand help o
me all my life oo e living o, bue
W very poodd sideline.”

Morry's Sheep Farm

For the past 54 years, Howard has
hesn cazsiog sheep on his property in
Kilbride, 2 quaint tao-srosey honge
steadd shacing spoce with an sntique
bam. gproy fonces. mechanical farm
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pitslure his sheep — my father uacd i,
[ using it and my bavs e using 11,

Thire's been sheep on that islnd off

and on for bundreds of pears” he
says. Twn of Hlowiand s sons wou bis
son-in-lasy hawve also bochime. sca-
aonad farmes.,

Flowariard s maalher, 2 wur bride from

Scocland, came from a family of

sheep Tarmers, er Dilher was a
lwaryer, but her uneles raized sheepoin
the mauntains of e [lighlamls, “She
could pull the lambs out of shecp
when they pob intinuble,” e savs,

Howand's wile Mury hus beon
imvabved infarm work ever since they
el Qb

l-gdd-Ogd-6353

“Ehed live and ie in the ganlen.
And it's ool for you, e, he quips.
“She’s 81 now. She grew up in Oorer
Cowe, She worked inoan affice in
e and gl in ook with me and
carmie in here (Kilbride) . She spent Lhe
frst eouple winkers in the woods cor-
ting woosd with me. She never, never,
cver cormpliained, We had || children,
Light survived. We Tost one son 1]
VEATS dEra b0 canger,”

A Muctuating indusrry

leward has been invalvel with the
ahecp Producers Assoviation of New-
foundland and Lebrador (SPANL)
sinec ity founding 21 veurs agn by
former premicr Joey  Smallwond s
grunddanglier, Dale Ressell Fie
patrick, [luward. corrent president of
SPANL. says membership drifts wp

husiness, bue has been as high as 50,

Huoweard reculls reading h duriig
the Depression there were 125000
biesling sheep in Mewfoundlund.
“Peaple nesded them fo eat und waoal
Feer their clothes, ot us times got Bo-
ter..and the town council came in,
they didn’t want aninls roaming the
raids. S0 peaple who had them had ta
confing fhem, and people only b
[oslige-stampe sized  farms, They
couldn’t aflfurd to et (he hay @)
koo going. g0 they pot out of 5 "

Teeenty years ago, there wers alo
MO0 sheep in the provines, but
Huward zays the expanding coyote
populition forced many people o of
the businces. Mowe, the anmber is
wloszr to 4000,

Cresr the years, Lloward has becn
wurking on developing o bresd of
sheep slrong enntigl te oot anly with-
stand  Mewfoundland westher, bur
prosper i il His cirmenl 50 Lreeders
arewhut he calls “mongrels,™

“Iwe triedl purchreds, bt they didn'y
Wk uut b gooed, *Lhey enuldn'| ke
il un the chin like the mixed-up ones.
They’ve ot hardy. They're all vigh if

o au hund feed them and pamper them.

The ones 've oot are cat all winter,
T valy i T ol thern in is when the
snoee ancs oyver the tences — ['m afiaig
thew ' pegim ™

Howsieds farm hands

Al homc, the sheep roam the feneed-
in land aed Howard rewds them caily,
bur ool without help. He has eqlisted
Lhe aid of feew LLamas and 3 euard deg
— three animals e is happy 1o call

end divwn depending on the shesp

I[]I.'}W NHOME CAN BE AS LARGE AS TOU LIKE!
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workmates, The Hamas are lanee and
daunting 10 predators ke dngs anid
covoles, But mare than thal, hey
instinctively govem the sheesp. In
cases where covotes  had  besp
wpprowching the fock, o luma hasg
hozn geen hending the sheap inon one
corner of the field and sianding
betwesn them aml the coyobs,
Howeard™s pride in hiz working dog
is obvinus as he peshes himszlf up
frizn the kitchen table and asks i 1
willll b mcet har “She™ 15 a0 four-
vear-old Marerns sheepdop named
Cheeen.  Muarcmrmas are lvesiock
cuardian dogs Dwlipenous to contral
Tialy and have been vsed Ty Talian
shepherds e goard  sheep  from
wilves, Oueen came to Howard fiom

T Mawmiber 2001

Cape Bieton,
Az v wpproach the barn, Leo smadl

cuts that had been lasing in the after-

nen sen slr and skalk away, paosing
w [ook hack at us cpoce or twice.
"“They're ol house cars. They e
worldng cats,” Howanl savs, “They
koop the mice awaw,”

Ao step inside, a Tama mises iy
head, a sorand of by slicking out 'of
its muth like o toothpick. T looks a5
cut of place as a Osherman in o
dessert. Ansuml s legs are scwveral
itchull sheep and a couple af Tunbs,

A sharp, plaadiog whing draws oo
Altention from the Tlama az Quesn
pulls herself up o the wp of the pen
e a Took, Lloweasd rubs ker cars anl
lalks to beras it T'mooct there,

Fram the durk reesss of the
barn comes a tiny  bleas
Hioswearnl sieps up to the pen
and swings his legs in pver,
He reaches down like o futher
and scoups up o2 ting laml
“Bhe's an aplio’ e swwes
“Her rodher dicd and [don’t
knevar wehat happencd ™

- The final product

! From where be stunds at the
barn duor with the diny, wioaly
amimal in his anns, the “lab?
iw wigible — & Goy, white build-
iny whers lambe hooame sog-
tenanae, An the subject i
browched, it is the first rime T
sce discamfent on [lowerd s
face, Killing lumbs is somc-
thing Howard doesn’t (ke
talking abueal, even atter all
Lhese veurs in the Tasiness.

stare Iwve ot o doit. Whar aie
you going faode, kesp Tem
Al ™™ he ks,

These days, Tamb meal goes
for mwore than 35 2 pound,

L-885-REE-GIR]

"I doa’t like: doing it But,

Hemvard siws, Bestawsaots and inde-
penclent grocory stomes are twn ol bis
nuin markas,

"Without any cxageeration T aould
sl UG Lambs i veur, IF T was pushing
it and advenising, it would be moe,
b I ozan't Batcher what T hereen't
Eat™ He poinls out that his lambs ace
“naturally raised” mesning they
wnn (e il they are ol murket
siee, which twkes aboul [ive monrhs,

ke Breeding sheop need o bBe
shearcd an Jesst onec a year, but the
wonl is only felching bersneen 50
vents and @ duliur por pom),

Hope [or the furure

Howrand 35 hopeful for the future of
shesp fumming in the province, 2IvEn
th number of young paople wking an
inferesl. Axidz fiom tamily and hose
ey, he's helped 8 yoing woman nn
the Morthern Peninsila who he says 15
ereming & very wond shepherdess.

Jennifer Decker eens Wild Wiods
Farm in Rnddickion, which began us
it hohlyy farm with chickens, wrkeys,
deeks and peacocks, The hobby has
singe tomed ol oan & aore shecp
aperation and five acres of pasmne,

She zays whether he realies it or
ot Howard 35 well kpown aml
respeited in azriculture aicles —
proven when he wus inducied into the
Agncullure Hall of Fame in Atlani
Chmada in 2005,

"He's endsarcd [y w0 many of us; 4
treigsure novy. Ty words are ofen
coloartl, like he came aul of 2n ald
e of hurd times, " she savs. T ke
without waondls when T el our aged
sheepr prestdent that we both 2w soarpe-
thing in cach ather we live:d a5 shecp
preducers, Lsuw a glinpee of the gt
il b swwe a plipse of the fojue " B

T oot dewmiifer'’s e to Hovvd,
caritd i) hear Mo defl soive af Toy story,
visi Daveefomnelife connfefivoomeery,

vevend i kvr omelisa e
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