FRAGMENT OF PAGE TAKEN FROM BIBLE/HYMNAL OF ANNA SOOLEY
This transcript is of the writing on both sides of a fragment of a single page evidently torn from a bible, hymnal or similar religious text owned by Anna (Anne) Sool(e)y. The page fragment was found in September 2009 among the effects of Otto Wheeler, which included a bible and hymnal that had been owned by his grandfather, Jacob Bishop. All these documents and others pertaining to the Bishops and Wheelers remain in the safe-keeping of John Wheeler.

It is worthy of note that a bible which clearly was the personal possession of Anna Sooley, and which was passed down to Evelyn Wheeler and is now in the safe-keeping of me, Chris Morry, contains sentences that are a virtual duplicates of those on the page fragment. That bible is intact and there are no pages missing. It is possible Anna had two bibles and the other, from which the page fragment was torn, has since been lost. Or perhaps the page fragment came from a missing hymnal or catechism that belonged to her.

To this day (April 30, 2017), we still do not know what relationship existed between Anna Sooley and Jacob Bishop. 
The most plausible explanation is that Jacob’s mother was a Sooley or that Anna’s mother was a Bishop. In that case, the bible would have been given to Jacob by his aunt, Anna’s mother Mary, when Anna died at 21 in 1879, two years before Jacob and Jane Chislett were married. Another plausible explanation was that Anna was Jacob’s intended and that he was given her bible as a remembrance after her death.
But it is equally plausible that the bible of Jacob Bishop was shared with his wife Jane and the page fragment was put there by her, implying her relatedness to the Sooley girls.

TRANSCRIPT
Front of Page Fragment

Anna Sooley [is my]

name Newfoundland [is my]

nation Heart’s Delight [is]

my dwelling place [and]

Christ is my Salvat[ion]

when I am dead

and in my grave

and all my bones [are]

rotten this little bo[ok]

will tell my [name]

when I am quite

forgotten 

Back of Page Fragment

 [Ann]a Sooley

was born in the

[year] of our Lord in1858

Died in June 6th 1879

Aged 21 and

ten months

NOTE: off to the right of the above text there is additional writing in the same hand but written at a different time because the darkness of the pencil is different. These words are too fragmentary to be certain but they appear to be a similar account of the life of Anna’s sister , Lucy who also died in 1879 at the age of 26. Such a text also appears in the bible of Anna Sooley held by me.
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