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In the past century perhaps no name was more familiar amongst our seafaring men than that of Captain Richard Ash of Trinity. For years he prosecuted the  sealfishery in several vessels of our great Sailing Fleet at various periods, and was one of the most famous master mariners in the foreign trade of our country.     His son, Capt. Frank Ash, was  ice-pilot  in the S.S. “Bear” during the Greeley Expedition, but as I intend to this matter in a future article, I shall now confine myself to the miraculous escape of his father, Capt. Richard Ash in the brigantine "Heather", lost at Cape Spear on the 1st April 1856.

The story was told by the late Captain Richard Ash shortly after his rescue. It is not likely that any of the heroes who figured in the memorable event are alive today in Ferryland District.
Capt. Ash stated that he was at tea at 6 o'clock on Monday evening - the men came in a body and told him they intended abandon- the vessel and asked his intentions.    Capt. Ash told them there was no danger - that if there were he would leave as quickly as themselves, and further that if they left it would be without their sanction.    Four of the crew ( E. Power, Evoy, James Thorn and Andrew Evoy) took their clothes and walked off to the Cape. It was
NOT YET DARK
Two others, Matthew Reddy and Martin Power, returned to the vessel, and with the mate, Morris and himself, remained quietly until half-past one A.M., when they found the vessel began to move, and apprehending imminent danger, they abandoned her. In about ten minutes after the vessel struck on a rock, and wore round, and went head foremast into a cliff.  The ice was drifting in all directions, and finding it difficult to make their way ashore, they attempted  to regain the vessel, but failed. They then drifted
ROUND THE CAPE

on different pans, and were driven all the next day and night to the southward. On Wednesday evening they were seen from Ferryland by it is said, Mrs. Carter, who communicated with the Catho1ic priest of the Parish; the good priest called for volunteers and ten men quickly manned a boat, put off, and rescued Captain Ash’s three companions who were about a mile nearer the shore than he was. They then went back and rescued Capt. Ash. Shortly after Captain Ash was taken on board  the boat, and before they got clear of the ice, a gale sprung up from about North West and drove them off all that night. The next day they were about 35 miles from Cape Broyle. They arrived at Witless Bay the same evening about 9 o'clock, where they met with the greatest kindness. The next day the good people manned a boat and brought Capt. Ash to Petty Harbor - the wind blowing too strong to get around Cape Spear. At Petty Harbor Capt. Ash received every attention
FROM MR. KIELLY

Such is the story briefly told, one of many similar ones of abounding interest. The sealing stories of Terra Nova open a new field for the modern tale teller - a field that is not likely to remain occupied.

THE HEROES OF FERRYLAND

In conclusion it is only right and proper that the names of these "Heroes of Ferryland", who manned their boat at the request of their priest, and rescued the ship wrecked mariners be handed down to posterity, because, as I said before, it is not likely that any of them are alive today, having gone to their reward, but there are doubtless many of their descendants in Lord Baltimore’s Colony of Ferryland who will be glad to see their names recorded among the heroes of our beloved   country, as well also the many who have found homes in their adopted countries - the United States and Canada. Well may our genial friend, Sir Michael Cashin,   feel  proud of having represented such brave, heroic, hospitable and fearless people of his native district for an unbroken period of 30 years in the House of Assembly.

The following letter of thanks published in the newspapers will give the names of the heroes who risked their lives to save the lives of their fellowmen.-

The undersigned, part of the crew of the brigantine "Heather", lost at Cape Spear, on the 25th. inst., desire to return their most sincere thanks to the boat's crew, who so nobly risked their lives to rescue them from the ice, and in so doing were exposed for nearly thirty hours in an open boat at this inclement season. The names of the boat's crew are Francis Geary,  John Costello, William Morry, Marmaduke Clow, Henry Morry, Richard Sullivan, Thomas Morris, James Sweeney, Peter Kelly, John Keefe. The last two were frostbitten.

Signed

Richard Ash, Master
Stephen Morris, Mate

Matthew Reddy) Seamen
Martin Power   )

