Transcript of a letter from Mary Morry to her brother, Matthew Morry Junior, in Grady Harbour, Labrador, dated St. John’s, September 24th, 1841

On Cover, with red wax seal partly missing:

Mr. Matthew Morry Jnr.

Grady Harbor

Labrador     
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Saint Johns September 24th
My dear Mat


Jack
 has just sent up
to say that a Vessel
 is just going off to the

Labrador so I have only time to scribble you a few

lines that you may not think that I have forgotten you.
I have been at St. Johns now three weeks and have

not been able to get an opportunity to write

you before. I was glad to hear that you liked

your place of destination so well. I did not
expect you would like it much. This has been

a very busy summer with us Southrens [sic]. The

Fishery has been pretty good our way particularly

in the Caplin School. The Boys used to load

the Jolly Potter every day and some days twice

a day, but they were obliged to come on shore

to help to make the fish, the shore crew

were short. The fish is very scarce I hear the

last month. Tom’s
 wife was round with

us for a long time. Jack was also with us

for five weeks loading a vessel for Market
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so with one and the other we had lots of compa-

ny. Jellard
 has been away all the summer. He

was at Burin when I left home loading the
Angerona for Market. He does not intend to go

in her himself this fall. I hear he is going to

build another vessel this winter. If that is the

case he will be at home all the winter. Fred

has been here to School all the summer. He seems

to get on very well and is grown quite a Man

in his own estimation. If he is home from

School in time I will make him write to you

that you may see what a plausible letter

he writes. Poor Bob
 is like a fish out of water

without him and the poor little rat has

been kept hard at work all the summer.
Baby
 often talks of you and says that she

wishes the Labrador would send Matt home

to his dinner. The Mate of the Vessel that

loaded at Caplin Bay was tall and had

very large Black Whiskers like you and she

used to say that he looked like Master Mat.

Priss
 and the rest get on much as usual

Ben is just as full of his fun as ever. He
has been well worked this summer.
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Holdsworth’s House closes this fall and the property

is advertised for sale. Robert says Bob Carter

is going to buy it, but where is he going to get

the wherewithal to pay for it a thousand

pounds is not so easy to be got those times.

Abraham
 has been making a fine fuss among

the planters. He has taken out writs against them

all and there is nothing but fighting among

them for the last six weeks. Poor Sid is heartily
tired of transferring about. Sidney and Uncle
James
 are going to England this fall. Ben will
have command of the establishment to himself.
Report says that Fanny and Bill Rendell are

shortly to be married
. I cannot pretend to say

how true it may be but he has been at Ferryland

the last six weeks and that looks suspicious.
I have not been very gay since I came here.

The first week I was here Eliza
 was ill and

and the last week I spent with Mrs. Stabb
 and
she you know is very serious but now I am

with Eliza and Thos. again I expect to enjoy
myself. Last night I was at a party at Miss
Hutchings and did not come home until two.

O’clock and today I am half asleep. The People

here are in a bustle because the new Governor
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arrived on Thursday last and go where you will you
hear of nothing but Sir. John and Lady Harvey. They held

a Drawing Room and a Levee the day before yesterday.
Mrs. Stabb wished me to go to this Drawing Room but I would

not go. We heard from Bill
 since you left. He was at
New York when he wrote bound for New Orleans and as

he says himself God knows where next. He writes in

a careless thoughtless manner and says that he has not been

sober for some days and that he now goes by the name

of William Saunders but when he gets steady and mends

his ways he will again take the name of Morry. Poor

unfortunate fellow what is to become of him I know

not but we must hope for the best and yet I fear

he will never be better. Oh Matt there is no curse on this

earth equal to drunkenness and dissipation. Do not

say any thing about him when you write as My Mother

does not know any thing about it. It was to Eliza he wrote

and we did not let my Mother see the letter. Thos. told
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her where he was and where he was going but it would

only make her wretched and unhappy to know the way

he is going on. Art
 seems to have a great inclination to go

to sea but I hope he will not. I cannot tell you any late

news from Caplin Bay as I have not heard from them the

last fortnight but I expect to hear by the first change of

wind. I must now say good bye for the present as

Sam Prowse is going to England in a day or two and I want

to write to the Sweetlands
 and Jack has just sent up

to say that the vessel is going. Excuse this scrawl as I have
written in very great haste. And believe me my dear Matt.

Your affectionate sister

Mary Morry
Eliza Morry desires to be kindly remembered to you.
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� The original of this letter is presently in my possession. It was given to my father, Thomas Graham Morry, by his father, Howard Leopold Morry, many years ago. It is believed that this, along with several others of Matthew’s and his wife’s letters and two of his daughter, Lizzie’s, were recovered by Dad Morry from her house at Athlone, Calvert, shortly after her death. These may have been the only items of Morry property that were returned to the Morry family after Miss Lizzie was encouraged to write a will in her last days of life leaving everything to the Canning family, who had looked after her in her later years. There is one other letter from William to Matthew, written to him in Harbour Grace on November 20, 1841, that is in the possession of Fredi [Mercer] Caines, having been left to her by her mother, Phyllis [Morry] Mercer. 


NB: Although the year is not included on the heading of this letter, it is assumed to be 1841 as all other letters pertaining to the trip to Labrador in this group of letters are dated in that year. Whether or not he made trips to Labrador in other years is not known. But also Kevin Reddigan has pointed out that Governor Harvey’s appointment mentioned here took place in September 1841. Two pages in this letter were written with crosswise handwriting (written in one direction and then overwritten in a sidewise direction to save paper). Errors in transcription may have been made as a result. Spelling, capitalisation and wording is as true to the original as possible but punctuation has been added where omitted in the original to more clearly indicate the meaning of certain phrases and sentences. I am indebted to Kevin and to Enid O’Brien in completing the transcription of this and all others of the Athlone Letters.


� Assumed to be her brother, John Henry Morry


� Wherever a word with a double “ss” was written in this letter it appeared as “fs”, which was the customary way of writing at the time. It has been revised in this transcription to conform with today’s style of writing.


� Again, most likely her brother, Thomas Graham Morry, working as agent for Newman’s in St. John’s


� John Jellard, co-owner of the Brig Angerona with Robert Carter Jr. and James Howe Carter. Ref. Ships and Seafarers of Atlantic Canada, 1997-2012 Maritime History Archive


� Her younger brother, Frederick Clift Morry


� Also a younger brother, Robert Morry


� Presumed to be the youngest sibling, Esther Graham Morry, 4 years old at the time


� Her sister Priscilla Morry


� In fact Robert Carter did not buy the property; John Henry Morry and Peter Paint Le Messurier did. But they soon found it impossible to make the payments and had to mortgage the property to their mother-in-law, Anne Coulman Winsor.


� This mysterious troublemaker was also mentioned in another letter from Priscilla Morry Le Messurier to her sister-in-law, Eliza Coulman Morry Junior, in 1861, twenty years later. He is believed to be Abraham Le Messurier. He and his brother Herzil (or Herzel)  owned vessels and operated out of Ferryland. They were first cousins of Peter Paint Le Messurier and William Warner Le Messurier.


� Believed to be Sydney Elizabeth Carter and James Howe Carter, for whom Benjamin was working at the time as agent and storekeeper


� Fanny Rendell Carter and William Rendell married two years later


� Eliza Shirley Hutchings Le Messurier married to her brother, Thomas Graham Morry


� Anne Carter Tessier married to Ewen Stabb, a business partner of the Morrys; Anne was a 1st cousin once removed


� Believed to be William Saunders, their mother’s brother


� Arthur Kemp Morry, another brother, then 19


� Their aunt, Priscilla Ann Morry, married to William Sweetland and living in Dartmouth





