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IND 1/10699/34
Michaelmas 1817 to Trinity 1818
Morry  v Prideaux	folio 1067	C 33/651

Original documents

C 33/651 folio 1067[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This transcript prepared by me. Susan Moore, a researcher specialising in Chancery Court cases, collected and transcribed other entries pertaining to this case but missed this and a number of others which I found and photographed during a visit to the National Archives in April 2017.] 

				18 June 1818
Matthew Morry-----------------------------Plt} To the Sheriff of Devonshire Attach Defts for not Answering
Walter Prideaux and John Square----- Defts} ats of Plt recvd on the Morrow of All Souls next	Wainwright

Editorial Comments:

[bookmark: _GoBack]In what would become a repeated refrain in this and similar cases involving Matthew Morry and his former partner, Walter Prideaux, this small entry in the Chancery Decrees and Orders shows how a talented lawyer like Prideaux could play the system by delay after delay in hopes of wearing down his opponent and causing the case to be dropped. Here we see a court order to the Sheriff dated on June 18, 1818 to attach the defendants on the day after All Soul’s Day next, November 1, 1818! This extraordinary latitude being extended to the defendants can only be explained by the fact that Prideaux himself was a duly appointed officer of the High Court of Chancery and the institution was looking after the interests of one of its own. Justice delayed is indeed justice denied. 
